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23 March 19050

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/Pub, ORE

ATTENTION : e, [ 542
SUBJECT ¢ Request for evaluation

REFERENCE : Our Case #K=-840

1. It is requested this office be furnished an
evaluation of the attached material.

2. A reply to this request would be appreciated
by 28 March 1950.
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Attachment:

Request material
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INSTRUCTIONS: Officer designations shouldbe used in the "To" column. Under each comment a iine should be drawn
across sheet and each comment numbered to correspond with the number in the "To"column. Each officer should initial

(Check mark insufficient! before further routinge. This Record and Routing Sheet shoutd be returned to Registry.
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This paper 1s & summariszetion of the Syllebus of "Heport on
Requirensnts for Rehsbilitation of Railrosds of China," by Morrisone
Emuxisen Comauliing Group, 3 July 1946, Because 1t was written befare
the Chdnese Communlats hed taken over the greater pert of Chine, and
becsuse it is mow four yeare old, meny of the statements mmat be modie
fisd or changed gompletely.

The first sentence is sn extremely genersl statemsnt of the sig-
nificance of the Chinege railroads. Because of ths considersble ine
portance of Inland and cosstal shipping $n eormodity transportation
in Chine, 1% is difficult to draw & true pleture of ths signifieance
of Chinese veilrosds unless the rols of the weter routes is also brought
oube

Thw distence from Felping to Tientsin is 87 miles, rather than
115 miles. The Syllabus, on which this document is based, stotes thet
the distance between Felpdng ond Tientsin ie 133 kms. (which is 115
wiles)j but the text (page 105/2), of whioh the Syllsbus is supposed
1o be en acourate swwmary, states thst the line from Feiping (through
Tientsin)to Take iz 193 kma,

The 1list of reilroads vhich "ere sperating anywhere nesr normgl
now should alwo inelude the Taiman~Tsingtao end Tientsim-Pukow, and
posaibly other lines os well. Practically ell of the remaining main
lines in China proper sre now sble to provife servics which at least
moots "minimom naoda,”

The figure of 3,300 miles of rallread south of the Greast Wall,
mentioned in the Morrisom-Xnudsen report,is inscourste, und should
be changsd to about 9,000 milee (14,500 kus.) rison-Knudgen omits
several branch lines from its caleulstions; both dtlude the lines
on Hulnen Island and Teiwen,

The Lftems llated as Teritical shortags™ and FLadly needed® must
be revised 1n the light of rresent~day conditions, For amgla, Jvfe
ging from the fact that 3750 Ims. of lins are still imopersble in
Ghine, snd from Chinsse Comrunist efforts to obtain reil from verious
parts of the world, rails should be included in the list of eritical
shortages. On the other hend, locomotives mnd fraight cars are cer-
tainly more oritieal tham passenger cars, sinee the Chinese meke use
of "raight cars for carrying passengers whsn necesssry.

The gtatement that Yworld suvplies {of railrced naterisls and
equipment) are short” ie now out-dated, Many countries ars eazer to
oxpart rolling stock-~-the US stesm locomotive and freight car menufece
turing plants, for exmmple, arve utilizinz only a smell pert of their
cepecity todayj track meteriel is obisinzdle from Yestern Uermany with
eerly delivery dates,
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The stetement that "the shortege of men with practical sxperience
is alse serious” certsinly camnot be applied to lower level personnel.
The Syllabus itself states that railroad crews * have been accompligh~
ing remsrkable results wherever it has been possible for them to work.®

1/ith respect to higher level techniciens, many have been trained by
the Communists in the past four years, end Chinese techniciens have
also been gent to the USSR for training,

25X1A
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